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PRESS: 
"They're torchbearers of the rough edge urban folk 
of Billy Bragg, or the smoky idiosyncratic poet-blues 
of Tom Waits and a revival of classic 70's 
singer/songwriter balladry--only amped up with a 
squadron of talented musicians bringing a fire to 
even the slower tunes...The distinct sound of classic 
American R&B, that meloncholic escapism, that 
near-bluesy visceral howl and that near-country 
twang, combined with a distinct whirlwind alt-rock 
urgency, beautiful intertwining guitars, be it the 
strummed acoustic, the steady rhythm or the more 
exertive lead, with its solos and pedal roars...an 
invigorating live band." – Real Detroit Weekly 
 
"The night was highlighted by the performance of 
Empty Orchestra.  This band’s lineup is a who’s who 
of the Michigan music scene: Stephen Wisniewski, 
Vince Moreno, Mark Michalik and Michelle Lukezic.  
Their collective experience could be measured in 
decades, and it showed.  The set list was filled with 
songs from their debut CD, Get Well Soon, which 
was being released at this show.  Since I loathe 
hyperbole, I’ll just be straight with you: you must see 
this band.  From their show opener, the propulsive 
“Fuck The Party,” to the somber closer “Get Well 
Soon,” there was never a moment when my 
attention was not focused directly on the stage. 
 
"Stephen’s work with Empty Orchestra ranks as his 
best.  His voice has never been stronger, and his 
songwriting never tighter, and this new band feels 
like they’ve been at it for years.  If you see that 
Empty Orchestra is playing near you, go.  Yes, they 
are that good." - Uncommon Sense 3/11/06 (Live 
Review) 
 
"If Tom Waits met Mike Patton in a bar, then a 
mellower Gogol Bordello walked in, they all shared a 
couple rounds and wrote a few songs together, this 
is what it might sound like. Not that it's predicable or 
formulaic, as singer/songwriter Stephen Wisniewski 
shares a unique, winding journey that suggests he 
sees himself as a loner. Empty Orchestra definitely 
evokes a low, bluesy, sloppy kick-about in the back 
of dive somewhere in Detroit (or, hey, Flint) where a 
soulful Motown grumble churns and moans, like on 
the song 'Bible Black,' which definitely makes you 
want to raise a glass." - The Flint Journal 
 
There’s no doubting the uniqueness of the effort as 
a whole. Wisniewski has proven once again that his 
talent for indie songwriting is great and worthy of 
praise." - Acclaimed Punk Dot Com 
 
"There's something about the worst of situations that 
seems to be able to bring out the best in art. Based 
out of Flint, MI, Stephen Wisniewski and his friends 
who make up the Empty Orchestra know a little 
something about the worst of situations. Home to 
the abandoned promises of the American 
automotive industry, the Empty Orchestra have 
fashioned themselves as a new sort of labor hero - 
challenging both the corporations who've ignored 
them and the social mindset that even still relies on 
them. Taking cues from the likes of Woody Guthrie, 
Tom Waits and Mike Patton, the music has been 
finely hewn by the band's dogmatic touring, but it's 
in listening to the words where the true inspiration is 
found." - Big Takeover #61  
 
 
 

 

 
Empty Orchestra 

Stephen Wisniewski:  Vocals, Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass, 
Harmonica, Banjo, Electric Air Organ 

Mark Michalik:  Drums, Vocals - Vince Moreno:  Electric Guitar 
Michelle Lukezic:  Bass, Vocals 

 
          Empty Orchestra (the English translation of the Japanese word 
“karaoke”) is a band from Flint, Michigan that features Stephen 
Wisniewski and his close friends out on the road and in the studio.  The 
band, forming after the hiatus of Wisniewski’s former act Lingua 
Franca, have been touring and recording for three years and already 
have an EP, a full-length CD, and over 200 shows performed to their 
name.               
          Empty Orchestra are constantly touring and have already shared 
the stage with great acts such as Lucero , Onelinedrawing , Jeremy 
Enigk , City On Film , Lemuria , Shooter Jennings , Scouts Honor , 
and Chiodos  to name a few.  Check them out on tour this Fall. 
 
Similar  Artists: Wilco, Tom Waits, Bruce Springste en,  
16 Horsepower  
 
 
 
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES: 
 
08-29-08- Howell, MI at Howell Opera House. 
 
08-30-08- Ann Arbor, MI at Metal Frat. 
 
09-10-08- Ann Arbor at Conor O'Neill's. 
 
10-14-08- Lansing, MI at Mac’s Bar. 

 
THI 997 – Empty Orchestra  

“Get Well Soon” 
7-song download 

Thinker Thought Records 
 

Release Date: August 26, 2008 
Radio Ad Date: August 26, 2008 

 

 
 

1. “Fuck The Party” 
2. “Civil War” 
3. “A Sense Of Place” 
4. “Bible Black” 
5. “The Fire” 
6. “Down, Down” 
7. “Get Well Soon” 

 
 

 Publicity and Radio Promotion:  
See Thinker Thought Records contact to request a 

record for your magazine or radio station. 
 

Distribution:  
iTunes – www.itunes.com 

eMusic – www.emusic.com 
Amazon – www.amazon.com 

Rhapsody – www.rhapsody.com 
and more… 

 
For more tour dates and recent info, visit 

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/EMPTYORCHESTRA 
 

Releases:  
“Get Well Soon” download 

(Thinker Thought Records 2008 
“Here Lies Empty Orchestra” full-length CD 

 (Thinker Thought Records) – 2007 
“Get Well Soon” CDep 

(Acutest/Karaoke) – 2006 
 

 

 

Thinker Thought Records  
1002 Devonshire Road, Washington, IL 61571 
309-648-3281, j@thinkerthoughtwrong.com 

www.thinkerthoughtwrong.com .              


