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PRESS: 
"The night was highlighted by the performance of 
Empty Orchestra.  This band’s lineup is a who’s who 
of the Michigan music scene: Stephen Wisniewski, 
Vince Moreno, Mark Michalik and Michelle Lukezic.  
Their collective experience could be measured in 
decades, and it showed.  The set list was filled with 
songs from their debut CD, Get Well Soon, which 
was being released at this show.  Since I loathe 
hyperbole, I’ll just be straight with you: you must see 
this band.  From their show opener, the propulsive 
“Fuck The Party,” to the somber closer “Get Well 
Soon,” there was never a moment when my 
attention was not focused directly on the stage. 
 
"Stephen’s work with Empty Orchestra ranks as his 
best.  His voice has never been stronger, and his 
songwriting never tighter, and this new band feels 
like they’ve been at it for years.  If you see that 
Empty Orchestra is playing near you, go.  Yes, they 
are that good." - Uncommon Sense 3/11/06 (Live 
Review) 
 
"If Tom Waits met Mike Patton in a bar, then a 
mellower Gogol Bordello walked in, they all shared a 
couple rounds and wrote a few songs together, this 
is what it might sound like. Not that it's predicable or 
formulaic, as singer/songwriter Stephen Wisniewski 
shares a unique, winding journey that suggests he 
sees himself as a loner. Empty Orchestra definitely 
evokes a low, bluesy, sloppy kick-about in the back 
of dive somewhere in Detroit (or, hey, Flint) where a 
soulful Motown grumble churns and moans, like on 
the song 'Bible Black,' which definitely makes you 
want to raise a glass." - The Flint Journal 
 
There’s no doubting the uniqueness of the effort as 
a whole. Wisniewski has proven once again that his 
talent for indie songwriting is great and worthy of 
praise." - Acclaimed Punk Dot Com 
 
 
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES: 
07-12-07- Springfield, IL at The Underground 
City Tavern.  
07-13-07- Bloomington, IL at Paulies.  
07-14-07- Kankakee, IL at The Whatever.  
07-15-07- Lansing, MI at Replay 
Entertainment Exchange.  
07-16-07- Dayton, OH at The Nite Owl.  
07-18-07- Richmond, VA at The Camel.  
07-19-07- Washington, DC at Grog and 
Tankard. 
07-20-07- Philadelphia, PA at The Fire.   
07-21-07- New York, NY at Knitting Factory 
(Old Office).  
08-02-07- Flint, MI at Total X-Scape.  
08-03-07- Peoria, IL at Pizza Works.  
08-04-07- Keokuk, IA at Music at the Mall 
(River City Mall). 
08-05-07- Madison, WI at House Show. 
08-06-07- Minneapolis, MN at Triple Rock. 
08-07-07- Fargo, ND at The Aquarium.  
08-08-07- Kearny, NE at The Roman.  
08-09-07- Denver, CO at 3 Kings Tavern.  
08-10-07- Parsons, KS at Lerch's Bar and 
Grill. 
08-11-07- Norman, OK at The Deli.   
08-13-07- New Orleans, LA at Neutral 
Ground. 
08-15-07- Franklin, TN at The Pond.  
08-16-07- Chicago, IL at Ronny’s. 
08-18-07- Muncie, IN at The Launching Pad 
with Brazil and This Story. 

 

 
Empty Orchestra 

Stephen Wisniewski:  Vocals, Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass, 
Harmonica, Banjo, Electric Air Organ 

Jeff Buffmyer :  Drums, Vocals - John Duffy:  Electric Guitar 
Mark Michalik:  Drums, Vocals - Vince Moreno:  Electric Guitar 

Chris Thibodeau:  Bass, Vocals - Brandon Trammell:  Keys, Vocals 
Michelle Lukezic:  Bass, Vocals - Nick Mayberry:  Bass 

 
          Empty Orchestra (the English translation of the Japanese word 
“karaoke”) is a band from Flint, Michigan that features Stephen Wisniewski 
and his close friends out on the road and in the studio.  The band, forming 
after the hiatus of Wisniewski’s former act Lingua Franca, have been 
touring and recording for two years and already have an EP, a full-length 
CD, and over 100 shows performed to their name.   
          What kind of circumstances might breed such a tightly-knit, 
motivated, and hard-working band?  For one, they’re from a town that has 
been suffering from the departure of General Motors (famously depicted in 
Michael Moore’s Roger and Me) over the last twenty-plus years. The effects 
of this environment are seen throughout their newest CD, Here Lies Empty 
Orchestra , but most prominently on the subdued track titled “What Do We 
Want? When Do We Want It?” Sparks of Bruce Springsteen and Woody 
Guthrie flicker and become ghosts as Wisniewski sings, “They tore down 
the machining plant and paved the river and we still believe in smokestacks 
here/Go figure…/And it will take more than iron and light bulbs to help us 
get better.” Wisniewski wrote the song as an attempt to write a modern 
labor ballad, although he says it also speaks of “labor ballads as song 
structures.” “It’s about how labor and capitalism have changed so much 
since the ‘30s and ‘40s. It doesn’t mean the same thing to strike today, if 
globalized capitalism makes it possible for companies to just leave.” 
          Other songs on Here Lies Empty Orchestra , such as “I Forget,” “It 
Gets Better,” “Vaudeville Tears,” and “Always Already” deal with the 
relationships between memory, history, and writing. Wisniewski uses the 
songs as a way to document the events and experiences that he feels 
doomed to forget, but also to ask questions about how memories and 
history are made and re-made through the process of songwriting. “It must 
have rained for my face to be so wet, unless something happened 
somewhere that I forget,” Wisniewski exclaims in the upbeat, Wilco-esque 
album opener “I Forget.”   
          Empty Orchestra are constantly touring and have already shared the 
stage with great acts such as Lucero , Onelinedrawing , Jeremy Enigk , 
City On Film , Shooter Jennings , Scouts Honor , and Chiodos  to name a 
few.  Check them out on tour this Fall and be sure to pick up your copy of 
Here Lies Empty Orchestra . 
 
Similar Artists: Wilco, Tom Waits, Bruce Springstee n, 16 Horsepower 

 
THI 013 – Empty Orchestra  

“Here Lies Empty Orchestra” 
11-song full-length CD 

Thinker Thought Records 
 

Release Date: August 14, 2007 
Radio Ad Date: August 14, 2007 

 

 
 

1. “I Forget” 
2. “Always Already” 
3. “Vaudeville Tears” 
4. “This Heart is a Monster” 
5. “Words and Music” 
6. “What Do We Want? When Do We 

Want It?” 
7. “It Gets Better” 
8. “Like Pianos” 
9. “World on a String” 
10. “Someone Else’s Grace” 
11. “Lonesome” 

 
EMPTY ORCHESTRA WILL BE A  

FEATURED ARTIST ON MYSPACE  
FOR THE WEEK OF 8/14/07.   

THIS SPOT AVERAGES  
10,000-25,000 PLAYS PER DAY. 

 
 Publicity and Radio Promotion:  

See Thinker Thought Records contact to request a 
record for your magazine or radio station. 

 
Distribution:  

Interpunk – www.interpunk.com 
Smartpunk – www.smartpunk.com 

iTunes – www.itunes.com 
eMusic – www.emusic.com 

and more… 
 

For more tour dates and recent info, visit 
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/EMPTYORCHESTRA 

 
Releases:  

“Here Lies Empty Orchestra” full-length CD 
 (Thinker Thought Records) – 2007 

“Get Well Soon” CDep 
(Acutest/Karaoke) – 2006 

 
UPC CODE: 

6 20673 30992 9 

 

Thinker Thought Records  
1002 Devonshire Road, Washington, IL 61571 
309-648-3281, j@thinkerthoughtwrong.com 

www.thinkerthoughtwrong.com .   


